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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Beriberi— Forbidding Use of Polished Rice in Goyernment Institutions (Executive 
Order No. 24, Promulgated Apr. 26, 1912). 

Executive Order No. 37, series of 1910, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"In view of the fact that the director of health has reported to the undersigned 
that for some years past considerable evidence has become available that beriberi is 
associated with the continuous consumption of white (polished) rice as a staple article 
of diet, and that at the recent meeting of the Far Eastern Association of Tropical 
Medicine, which was held in Hongkong during January, 1912, this view has received 
further and more complete confirmation by investigators in Japan, China, French 
Indo-China, Siam, Netherlands India, the Straits Settlements, and the Federated 
Malay States, and, in view of the further fact that the incidence of beriberi has been 
markedly reduced in Philippine Government institutions where unpolished rice has 
been used exclusively, the use of polished rice in all public institutions, or by any 
employee or person who is furnished rice by the Government, is hereby forbidden. 

"All insular, provincial, and municipal officials having control of public institutions, 
such as workshops, prisons, vessels, and so forth, and all employees and persons in 
charge of field parties, and so forth, to whom rice is furnished by the Government, are 
hereby directed to see that the provisions of this executive order are complied with 
in the institutions and by employees under their control. 

"Any rice which contains less than four-tenths of 1 per cent of phosphorus pentoxide 
shall be regarded as polishe.d rice. 

"Whenever it is impossible to obtain unpolished rice, polished rice may be used, 
provided that an equal amount of mangoes is used instead of rice on alternate days. 
In such case, the official responsible for issuing the rice must satisfy himself that the 
mangoes are actually used instead of rice. 

' ' Whenever in exceptional cases it is impossible to obtain unpolished rice or mangoes 
polished rice may be used . In such cases, provided that tiki tiki or an extract there- 
from can be obtained, it shall be given with such rice under the directions of a physi- 
cian. In any case where polished rice is used a report thereof shall be made imme- 
diately to the director of health, giving reasons therefor and the circumstances under 
which it was used." 

Infant Mortality— Creating a Committee to Investigate (Act No. 2116, Enacted Feb. 

1, 1912.) 

Section 1. A committee of three members, to be appointed by the Governor General 
with the advice and consent of the Philippine Commission, is hereby created for the 
purpose of investigating the causes of the excessive infant mortality in the Philippine 
Islands and the methods which should be adopted to decrease it. The committee 
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shall be immediately organized and elect a chairman from among its members, and 
each member shall receive as compensation twenty pesos for each day of session 
actually attended by him: Provided, however, That if a Government officer is appointed 
on said committee he shall not receive the per diems provided for by this act. 

Sec. 2. To be appointed a member of this committee it shall be necessary: 

(a) To be a citizen of the Philippine Islands or of the United States; 

(6) To be a doctor or licentiat3 of medicine and surgery of some properly accredited 
medical college; 

(c) To have practiced the medical profession in the Philippine Islands for five 
years at least or have been employed during the same time in the bureau of health, 
medical school, or bureau of science. 

Sec. 3. The committee is hereby authorized to employ a secretary, who shall be a 
typewriter and a stenographer. The director of health shall furnish such additional 
subordinate personnel and such stationery and offices as may be necessary for the 
committee hereby created. The committee shall present to the Third Legislature, 
on or before its first regular session, a detailed report of its work and of its conclusions 
and recommendations in connection therewith. On the same date the committee 
shall dissolve and be relieved of its functions 

Sec. 4. The sum of ten thousand pesos, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
is hereby appropriated, out of any funds in the insular treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to be expended by the chairman of the committee for the payment of the per 
diems and any other necessary expenses for carrying out the purpose of this act. 

Insane Persons— Care of, in Government Institutions (Act No. 2122, Enacted 

Feb. 1, 1912.) 

Section 1. The director of health shall have authority to inquire into the history 
and mental condition of all insane or alleged insane persons and require information 
relating to such persons ; to make such regulations as may be necessary for the sanitary 
erection, maintenance, and repair of buildings in which the insane are quartered, 
and to prescribe such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the public safety 
and for the general welfare and proper protection of all persons under treatment for 
insanity, whether such persons be under the care of public or private institutions or 
of their guardians or other persons in their homes. 

Sec. 2. The director of health shall have authority to admit insane persons to any 
government hospital or other place for insane upon such terms as the secretary of the 
interior may have approved, and the money received on account of such patients 
shall be covered into the treasury as a credit to the appropriation for the bureau of 
health. 

Sec. 3. Should the government hospitals or other places for the insane become so 
crowded that more persons can not be accommodated therein, or when for other 
reason it is desirable, the director of health shall be empowered to make contracts, 
subject to the approval of the secretary of the interior, with private institutions or 
persons for the care, custody, and treatment of persons coming within the provisions 
of this act. 

Sec. 4. The director of health, in all cases where in his opinion it is for the public 
welfare or for the welfare of any person who in his judgment is insane, and when such 
person or the person having charge of the patient is opposed to his being taken to a 
hospital or other place for the insane, shall present, or cause to be presented, a petition 
to the court of first instance of the district wherein the person alleged to be insane is 
found, alleging that such person is insane, that it is for the welfare of the public or 
of the patient that he be taken to a suitable place for treatment, and praying the 
court to commit such person to a hospital or other place for the insane. , The judge of 
the court of first instance shall cause not less than five days' notice to be given of the 



